2011 Babson Capital/Springfield School Volunteers Read Aloud Titles & Tips
Celebrating the City of Springfield’s 375th Anniversary!

Pre-K & Kindergarten
G is for Goat, Patricia Polacco – Before reading, ask students, “What can you tell me about goats?” Listen to a few answers and then introduce the book. Say, “This is a rhyming story that will give us lots of information about goats.” After reading, ask, “What is something new you learned about goats?”

The Mixed-Up Chameleon, Eric Carle – Tell students, “This book is all about the importance of loving yourself just the way you are and is by the famous author and illustrator Eric Carle. Do you know any other books written by Eric Carle?” (The Very Hungry Caterpillar, The Grouchy Ladybug, The Very Busy Spider, etc.) “What is special about chameleons?” (Change colors/camouflage) After reading, ask, “Was the chameleon happy when he changed into all those different things?” and “What was your favorite part?”  

The Snowy Day, Ezra Jack Keats – Before reading, ask, “What are your favorite things to do in the snow? “ After reading, ask, “What do you think happened to Peter’s snowball?”

Emma Kate, Patricia Polacco – Remind students, “We have read another book by Patricia Polacco called G is for Goat. Show the cover of the book and ask, “What do you think this story will be about?” “Do you think Emma Kate is the name of the girl or the elephant?” Be sure to read the dedication: To Dr. Seuss and Horton and ask students what they think that means.  After reading, ask, “What kinds of things do Emma Kate and the narrator do together?” “Do you think Emma Kate is real?”
The Little Mouse, the Red Ripe Strawberry, and the Big Hungry Bear, Don and Audrey Wood – Before reading ask, “What do you think this book will be about?” After reading, ask students if they would have shared the strawberry or done something else.  Point out that the bear was never shown in the story. Ask, “What do you think he looked like?”

Grade 1

I Don’t Like to Read, Nancy Carlson – Before reading, ask students, “Why is it important to read?” After reading, ask, “What changed about Henry from the beginning of the book to the end?” “What were some things Henry did to learn to like reading?” (He got extra help; he spent extra time at home reading; tried hard and practiced.)

Serious Farm, Tim Egan – Before reading, ask, “What does the word serious mean?” “Do the farmer and animals on this book cover look like they are having fun?”  Try to use a fun southern drawl for Farmer Fred’s speaking parts in this story. Use different voices for Edna and the other animals.  After reading, ask, “Did the animals like Farmer Fred? How do you know? (Hint: Would they have tried so hard to make him laugh if they didn’t like him?)

Ira Sleeps Over, Bernard Waber – Consider bringing a teddy bear of your own in to show the students. Before reading, ask “Have any of you ever slept over a friend or relative’s house?” “Did you bring anything special with you to help you sleep or remind you of your own house?”  After reading, ask, “Why do you think Ira wouldn’t listen to his parents about bringing the teddy bear?” “Would you bring a stuffed animal or toy to a sleepover?” 

William’s Doll, Charlotte Zolotow – Before reading, tell students that William is a boy who wants a doll. He wants to play with it, hug it, tuck it into bed at night, wake it up in the morning and pretend that it's his own child.  Ask, “Do you think both boys and girls can have toy dolls?” “Can you learn from playing with dolls?” After reading, ask, “Do you think William’s grandmother should have bought him the doll? Why?”
I Love My Hair, Natasha Anastasia Tarpley – Ask students to predict what this book will be about. After reading, ask, “Does anybody have a connection to make with this text?” “Why does this narrator love her hair so much?”
Grade 2

Kate and the Beanstalk, Mary Pope Osborne (author of The Magic Treehouse series) – Before reading, ask, “Can anybody tell me about the more famous story about Jack and the Beanstalk?”  Explain that this story is considered a “fractured fairytale” because it changes the original story around. After reading, ask, “What was alike/different about the two Beanstalk stories?”  

Grandfather’s Journey, Allen Say – Before reading, explain that this is the story of a man who immigrated to America from Japan.  After reading, ask, “What did Grandfather long for when he was in one country?” (The other country)  “When the grandson says, ‘I think I know my grandfather now,’ what do you think he means?” 

Tikki Tikki Tembo, Arlene Mosel – Before reading, ask, “What is a folktale?” (Stories that convey a message or moral to the reader, or explain something in a creative way. Folktales are often passed down and retold from generation to generation orally before being written down.)  After reading, ask, “Why is it good to have a short name?” “What message do you think this folktale is trying to tell us?”
A Quiet Place, Douglas Wood – Before reading, ask, “Do you have a quiet place where you can think and relax?” “Why is it important to have a quiet place?”  After reading, ask, “Which of the quiet places described in this story would you like the best? Why?”

Grandpa’s Teeth, Rod Clement – Before reading, ask, “What is a mystery?” Ask them to predict what they think will be the mystery in this story.  Have fun reading this story using a hysterical lisp for Grandpa’s voice.  After reading, ask, “Why was the whole town starting to suffer because of Grandpa’s Teeth?”  “Who did steal the teeth?”

Grade 3

Zachary’s Ball, Matt Tavares - Before reading this story aloud, ask if the children have ever been to a baseball game.  After reading, ask, “Why does the narrator think that all baseballs are magic?”
Grandfather Counts, Andrea Cheng – Preview and practice words in the pronunciation guide at the beginning of the book. Before reading, ask students, “Why is it important to communicate? How do you feel when you can’t make someone understand you?”  After reading, ask, “How did Gong Gong feel about his grandchildren not knowing Chinese?” “Why do you think Gong Gong spends so much time reading his Chinese newspapers?”  

Day of Ahmed’s Secret, Florence Perry Heide & Judith Heide Gilliland – Before reading, ask the students to predict what this book will be about and what Ahmed’s secret might be.  After reading, ask, “What did Ahmed mean when he said the secret was so loud?” “What is different about Ahmed’s life in Cairo from your life here in Springfield?”
Lon Po Po A Red Riding Hood Story From China, Ed Young – Before reading, ask, “Do you know the story of Little Red Riding Hood? Explain.”   After reading, ask, “How was this alike/different from the original Red Riding Hood story?”
Something Beautiful, Sharon Dennis Wyeth – After reading, be sure to share the Author’s note in the back.  Tell the children about your “something beautiful” and encourage them to share what they feel is “something beautiful.”

Grade 4

Rent Party Jazz, William Miller – Before reading, ask students, “Have you ever heard jazz music?” “What do you think this title means?”  After reading, ask “Does anyone have a connection to make with this story?” “How can you tell this story takes place in the past?”  “Why does Mama insist that Sonny stay in school?” 
Squanto’s Journey, Joseph Bruchac – This story of the tradition of Thanksgiving is told from Squanto’s perspective.  After reading, ask, “What would have happened if Samoset and Squanto hadn't tried to make friends with the Pilgrims?” “How were the Wampanoag and Pilgrim communities changed by their friendship and cooperation?”  “How was this first celebration similar to Thanksgiving dinners today?”

Duke Ellington, Andrea Davis Pinkney and Brian Pinkney – Before reading, ask, “What musical instruments do any of you play?” “What do you need to do to learn to play your instrument well?” “How do you feel about practicing?”  After reading, ask, “Can you make any connections to this book?” (Hopefully they will be able to relate it to Rent Party Jazz!)  Encourage students to read the information about Duke Ellington on the last page.  
Gleam and Glow, Eve Bunting – Before reading, ask the class to predict what this story will be about.  Explain that the events in this book were inspired by the Bosnian War which took place in 1990.  After reading, ask, “What do the fish in this story symbolize?” (Hope and perseverance)  “How are the characters in the book like the fish?” Either read aloud the Note from the Author or encourage students to read it on their own.
Merlin and the Dragons, Jane Yolen – Before reading, tell students that this famous author lives in Hatfield, Massachusetts which is not too far from Springfield. Before reading, share the Note from the Author located at the beginning of the book to establish some background information about King Arthur. After reading, ask students if they can make connections to this text (possibly Harry Potter!)  Encourage students who enjoyed the story to read more of Jane Yolen’s books about Arthurian legends.

Grade 5

Rent Party Jazz, William Miller – (see above, Grade 4)

Baseball Saved Us, Ken Mochizuki - Before reading, tell the students that the parents of this author were sent to an internment camp after Japan attacked Pearl Harbor in Hawaii.  Their experiences inspired him to write this story.  Begin by reading the Author’s Note on the first page.  After reading the book, ask students, “How is the title appropriate for this story?” “What other connections can you make to this text?”  
December, Eve Bunting – Before reading ask the students to predict what this story will be about.  After reading, ask “Do you think Simon’s vision was real or was he dreaming? Why?”  “How did life get better for Simon and his mother after that Christmas?”

The Harmonica, Tony Johnston – Before reading, ask the students to predict the setting of this story from the picture on the cover (WWII; Holocaust; concentration camp.)  After reading, ask, “Why did the author write this?” (Responses will vary)  Finally, read the information on the last page of the book or encourage students to read it independently later.

The Houdini Box, Brian Selznick – Before reading, ask students “What do you know about The Great Houdini?” After reading, ask “What do you think is the author’s purpose for writing this story?” (To give information about Houdini; to entertain)
